




Senior Year

Students

✓ Hit the ground running!  See your counselor 
swiftly and often.  Do everything the Senior 
Guide and its calendars tell you.

✓ Go to CCO senior meetings, attend college 
sessions, and visit a few more schools during 
Senior Days.

✓ Complete SAT testing in October/November 
(December is a back-up date if necessary.)

✓ Submit applications on-time; double check 
with the CCO and teachers for submission.

✓ Arrange to have SAT scores sent to colleges.

✓ File with NCAA Clearinghouse if an athlete; 
submit portfolio or CD if an artist.

✓ File FAFSA and CSS Profile for financial aid 
if necessary.

✓ Take a deep breath and relax.  Congratulate 
successful early applicants; support those 
less fortunate.  It is now time to be good to 
yourself and your classmates.

✓ Celebrate your success measuredly.  Your 
safety school may be someone else’s first 
choice dream.

✓ Take excused absences and visit the school(s) 
you may attend.

✓ Make your college deposit by May 1, the 
Common Reply Date, or risk losing your 
place.

✓ Keep the CCO and the teachers who wrote 
on your behalf informed of your prospects.

✓ Parents

✓ Applying to college has the time-consuming 
effect of one extra course in the senior fall.  
Your son or daughter will be running at 
maximum for two months or longer.

✓ Organizing testing calendars, college visits, 
applications, and a mound of materials 
challenges even the tidiest and most 
fastidious soul.  Your child could probably 
use a little help in this department. 

✓ Early application is not an automatic option.  
It should be used sparingly and in close 
consultation with a counselor, particularly as 
colleges begin to re-evaluate its utility for 
them and for students.

✓ Every time a new round of SAT tests are 
taken, their results must be sent to every 
college where your child is applying.

✓ A college financial aid director addresses 
interested parents in November; college 
financial aid officers help prepare materials 
in January.

✓ Informing the CCO immediately upon 
receipt of a college decision is critical. 
Remember, your child must select a college 
by the Common Reply Date of May 1.

✓ Wait list opportunities are becoming 
increasingly common.  MKA’s success in this 
area is largely due to collaboratively 
conceived and executed strategies.

✓ Now it’s time for you to catch your 
breath...until the first tuition bill arrives in 
July!
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